February 2016

Message from PCFA President Joanne Foster

A quick introduc on...my name is Joanne Foster. I'm married to Dave, we have
3 children, one of whom s ll helps out when needed at home. We live and farm on
the home farm, just north of Kirkton in the municipality of West Perth. We have cash
crop, contract feeder pigs and do some market gardening.
As I sit and write this it appears that winter has come again. The weather this
winter has been challenging, spring had tried to make an early presence but the snow
has come back. I suppose, a er all, we do need to remind ourselves that we do live in
Ontario....winter happens. Just like the weather, farming has many issues. Here in
Perth County as farmers, we are not immune to that be it animal rights, Municipal,
provincial or federal issues, animal health issues, stray voltage. neonic issues, weather
related issues and so on. Perth County Federa on of Agriculture has worked on many
issues in the past and is con nuing to do so. We have various working commi ees and have input into various issues
be it the G2G Guelph to Goodrich Trail or the County Oﬃcial Plan. On our local PCFA board we have board members
who are familiar with many of these issues and can help point you in the right direc on with whatever informa on
you are needing help with. There is no lack of issues to deal with.
In the past Perth County Federa on of Agriculture has supported The Perth County Junior Farmers, 4‐H, Farm
Safety and the Huron Perth Ag & Water fes val (for grade school children) to name a few. Most recently PCFA hosted
a successful Perth County Harvest Gala where PCFA awarded an Agricultural Recogni on Award. In the past this
award was given out at our annual mee ng. We felt this award was worthy of an evening all of its own. The Perth Har‐
vest Gala focused not only on celebra on but also suppor ng local food and business. The services and food for the
Gala were all either Perth County sourced, or product of Ontario. I hope to see you all at our Harvest Gala this fall.
Did you know that PCFA is now also on the social media band wagon? Check out our facebook page. Look up
Perth County Federa on of Agriculture, and while you are checking out the page, remember to give it a like! Feel free
to post/share any ag related news/informa on on our page.
Would you be willing to help PCFA go green? If so, could you please provide our Secretary, Agnes Denham with
your email address in order to receive an electronic version of this mail out.
Again, I would like to invite any of you to a end any of our local board mee ngs. They are usually held on the
third Wednesday of every month. Informa on can be found on the website www.perthcountyfarmers.ca, the Rural
Voice or you can call the oﬃce at 519‐229‐8866 for current dates and mes.
One more thing, if you feel there are issues that we at PCFA should be working on, or want us to take the mes‐
sage forward to OFA, I encourage you to contact our oﬃce, any board member in your area, myself or the OFA mem‐
ber service rep, Margaret Vincent. All contact informa on can be found in the brochure included with this mailing.
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PCFA Posi on on Goderich to Guelph Rail Trail
Over the past couple of years, the Perth County
Federa on of Agriculture (PCFA) has been following the
Goderich to Guelph Rail Trail Inc. (G2G), in connec on
with their plans to open the former rail line as a recrea‐
onal trail. OFA members who have property neighbour‐
ing the proposed trail have raised concerns to PCFA
about the poten al for trespassing, biosecurity concerns,
fencing and the ability to cross the trail to access
lands. In an a empt to address these issues with G2G,
PCFA along with adjacent farmland property owners
agreed to have representa on on a joint Perth and Hu‐
ron Coun es Working Commi ee.
The Working Commi ee met several mes to dis‐
cuss many issues. PCFA brought our members concerns
forward to the Commi ee. A ﬁnal document was devel‐
oped outlining possible solu ons to the challenges the
trail proposal presents. The document was presented at
Public Open Houses in Milverton and Blyth in November
2015. Ques ons, concerns and comments were to be
addressed by appropriate members of G2G Inc. and
where necessary the County of Perth. A number of the
ques ons have yet to be answered.
PCFA will not be able to consider a posi on on the
G2G trail proposal un l the ques ons raised by our
membership and neighbouring landowners are an‐
swered. It concerns PCFA that our par cipa on in the
Working Commi ee has been characterized as support
for the proposed G2G trail, without our posi on being
developed.

Impediments to the Growth of Agriculture
The topic of municipal impediments was recently
iden ﬁed as an issue by the Ontario Federa on of Agri‐
culture (OFA) members that approached the Perth
County Federa on of Agriculture. In response, the dele‐
gates represen ng Perth County to the OFA Conven on
presented the topic as a resolu on, asking for OFA to
collect examples of municipal level impediments to
growth, from its membership. This resolu on was sup‐
ported by the Conven on delegates.
OFA held their ﬁrst 2016 Policy Advisory Council
(PAC) mee ng on February 4. One of the main topics of
discussed was iden fying municipal level impediments
to the growth of the Ontario Agri‐food sector. Several
barriers were iden ﬁed by the 104‐member PAC, that
impede agricultural growth in Ontario’s municipali es.
Three of these areas iden ﬁed were planning, economic
development and community engagement. The number
one challenge iden ﬁed by OFA members is the lack of
understanding of farm prac ces and the reali es of liv‐
ing near farming neighbours. There is a role for farmers
and municipali es to make a diﬀerence on this issue.
Farmers have an opportunity to advocate and share the
good news story of what modern farming is today. Mu‐
nicipal leaders have a responsibility to learn and under‐
stand what the agricultural industry is all about – an in‐
dustry that drives our rural economy and feeds our
province. OFA will be developing a recommended “best
prac ces” checklist for municipali es to encourage local
agricultural support.
Many policies impac ng the agri‐food sector are
established by provincial and federal governments. But
there are s ll plenty of decisions being made at munici‐
pal levels that can support agriculture. Land use policies,
taxa on and development charges, ﬁnancial support
and community engagement are all opportuni es
OFA 5 Current Issues
Climate Change
Cap and Trade with oﬀsets. Focus on oﬀsets because of
agriculture ability to sequester carbon.
Great Lakes Act
Focus on phosphorus load of Lake Erie with method for
proper methods of mee ng target
Infrastructure
Natural Gas, high speed internet.
Ontario Trails Strategy
Making sure farmers and property are protected.
Waste‐free Act
This new act is meant to replace the waste reduc on
act

